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Are you ñIn Focusò or ñOut of Focusò??? 
ñEunice Jacobi 

 
When you are in church and you are in the nave, are you focused on what 
someone said and/ or how someone spoke to you? Are you focused on what 
you are going to be doing after church?  What you are going to make for 
dinner? Are you looking at what everyone is wearing or checking out hair styles? 
Wondering if you will make it to the ógameò in time? 
 

The other night I was watching an episode of ñEverybody Loves Raymondò 
about Rayôs resistance to attend worship. When his wife asked him why he did 
not want to go, Ray had a list a mile long of excuses, ranging from boredom 
and how he couldnôt focus on what was being said to how he lived a good life 
and was a good person so didnôt need to go to church. His wife pointed out, as 
only she can, that maybe they needed to start having an hour each week as the 
ñRaymond hourò when everyone can come and tell him how wonderful he is. 
 When Ray asked Debra, his wife, why she went to church each week she 
simply responded, ñto say THANKS for my family and friends and to take time 
to realize that I am not the most important person, that itôs not about ME.ò 
Rayôs reply was simple ñDo you always have to have the right answer?!ò 
 

When our focus is on ME, we are out of focus. When our focus is on how the 
Pastor said something rather then what she said, we are out of focus. When we 
choose to make our own rules of how we will live our lives, we are out of focus. 
Yes, I said ñrules.ò We tend to interpret rather than hear and follow.  God gave 
us specific rules to live by; he did not leave it open for interpretation. He gave 
us not only the Top Ten, but a whole book as a reference guide. 
 

I would like to suggest that we all take time to focus on the process of learning 
through being a part of the ministries of Holy Communion and let God take 
care of the results. 
 

Many of us have very strong ideas and feelings on stewardship. Many believe 
that all we want to talk about is money. We donôt, BUT we have to talk about 
it as much as we talk about participation in attendance at worship and 
dedicating our time and God-given talents. Each of these aspects of discipleship 
has an equal share; no one aspect is more important than any of the others. 
I am asking each of you to detach yourself from your pre-conceived ideas and 
focus on the teachings that are in the Bibleðe.g., ñBring the full tithe into the 
storehouse, so that there may be food in my house, and thus put me to the test, 
says the Lord of hosts: see if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and 
pour down for you an overflowing blessingò (Malachi 3:10). 

ðcontinued on page 9  

Becky Hale (left) recently moved to a 
retirement community in Tomôs River, 
close to where one of her sons lives. 
Very soon after she settled in, her dear 
friends Janet Oberle (right) and Margie 
& Gerry Hagquist went to visit and 
snapped this photo. Beckyôs new address 
is  
The Residence at Tomôs River 
2145 Whitesville Rd (#416) 
Tomôs River, NJ  08755 

Send her a note and tell her how much 
we miss her. 



2 Congregational Council 
President Eunice Jacobi 783-0516 
Vice President Joan Labbree 745-7283 
Treasurer Bill Hoffman (ex officio) 767-5080 
Secretary Carolyn Maloney 753-8243 

 

Lorraine Evans (767-3268), Bill Gibbs (307-2024), 
Barbara Hollis(767-6150), Barbara Redmond (629-3988),  

Sandy Shourds (753-7863), Rick Swan (875-6340) 
 

Ministry Teams of Holy Communion 
Ministers: All the baptized people of God 

Caring Team 

 Facilitator Dawn Jennings 767-1157 
 Baby Pantry Gail MacDonald 609-704-1828 
 GIFT Jon Hundertmark 768-1694 
 Health Ministry -open- 
 Kitchen Joan Labbree 745-7283 
 Men in Mission Jon Hundertmark 7681694 
 Quilting Hearts Sandy Shourds  753-7863 
   & Barbara Redmond 629-3988 

Prayer Chain Janice Parker 768-0111 
 2nd Cup of Coffee Lorraine Bretz  767-8459 
       & Vivian Justice 629-3988 
 Social Ministry Evelyn Schulkins-Chaka 767-6238 
 Stephen Ministry Lisa Huebner 609-270-7030 
 WELCA Rita Batten 767-0738 
Facilities 
 Facilitator Fred Shourds 753-7863 
 Boy Scouts Mary Voegtlin 767-0650 
 Sexton George Pluck 768-6880 
 Bulletin Boards Valerie Adams 296-5669 
Finance Team 

Facilitator Jon Hundertmark 768-1694 
Counters Bud Howard 753-9379 
Financial Secretary Gerry Hagquist 768-0614 

Growing Team 
Facilitator -open- 
Greeters Gary Galbo 627-4029 
Newsletter Chris Hylenski 309-3187 
Website Janice Parker 768-0111 

Learning Team 
Facilitator Janet Finnigan 753-1038 
Cradle Roll Janet Finnigan 753-1038 
Youth Group Denise Levin & 566-1993 
      Janet Finnigan 719-6614 
Sunday School Chris Hylenski 309-3187 

Mutual Ministry 
Facilitator Fred Shourds 753-7863 

Sharing Team 
Facilitators Rick Swan & 875-6340 

  Eunice Jacobi 783-0516 
Annual Giving Rick Swan &  875-6340 
  Eunice Jacobi 783-0516 
Endowment Fred Shourds 753-7863 
Memorials Mary Voegtlin 767-5575 

Volunteers Sandy Shourds 753-7863 

Worship Team 
Facilitator Barbara Redmond 689-3988 
Acolytes/Crucifers Sharon Frame 740-3663 
Altar Guild Toni Sleeter 740-2650 
Assisting Ministers Barb Redmond 689-3988 
Lectors Glenn Berryann 767-7416 
Nursery Jeannie Brickman 782-3779 
Music Mark Dishong 235-1391 
Ushers Joe Batten 767-0738 

Donations have been made to the 
Memorial Fund, Capital Improvement, 
or Endowment Fund by the following 
people and are gratefully acknowledged: 

 

 In memory of Susan Schneider 
Jon Hundertmark 

 

In memory of Rose Bodine 
Dolores Fauser 

Judy & Glenn Berryann 

Pentecost ð the 50th Day of Easter  
Easter is the most important festival of the church year and is 
given 50 days for its celebration. Why is Eastertime 50 days 
long? The ancient cultures that gave us the Bible had great 
respect for numbers. They believed that numbers contained 
hints about God and the meaning of life. The number 7 was 
thought to contain fullness: There are 7 days in the week, 
according to Godôs original way of ordering time, creating all 
that there is and resting. So if you multiply 7 times 7, you have 
ñfullness multiplied by fullness.ò But with God there is always 
more, more than we can ever imagine. So the holy season of 
Easter is ñfullness multiplied by fullness and then some:  
7x7+1 = 50 days of Easter. Thatôs what Godôs love looks like: 
more than we can ever imagine. Thatôs what heaven is going to 
be like: more than we can ever imagine.  
     So Easter  reaches its fullness on Pentecost Sunday, the 

50th day, the birthday of the 
Church. What began in cold 
ashes, what was washed with 
water and oiled with gladness 
and nourished with bread and 
wine now is filled with the 
Spiritôs breath and is stirred 
aflame. 
 Easter as a celebration 
of the return of spring, the 
Easter of the Easter Bunny and 
colored eggs and candy, fancy 

hats and new spring clothes may be over by Easter Monday, 
not to come around again until next year. 
 But the true Easter, the celebration of Christôs 
resurrection, is never over. Easter is the reminder and the 
celebration of a continuing fact: Christ, who was raised from 
death, is alive today, tomorrow and forever. Daily he offers us 
and the whole world power to begin new life now. 

Ƌadapted from  Liturgy Training Publications, Chicago, IL 
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May Birthdays  
 

May 2 Amanda Sura 
May 3 Caitlin Marks 
May 4 Brandon Galezniak 
May 8 Paul Lechler 
May 14 Roberta Cole 
May 16 Wendy Rocco 
May 18 Caroline DiGiovanni 
May 18 Robert Caruso 
May 19 Eric Bruninghaus 
May 19 Scott Howard 
May 19 Robert Martin 
May 25 Jonathan Labbree 
May 27 Barbara Hollis 
May 28 Sharon Frame 
May 29 Vanessa Ventura 

Our parish birthday list is designed to 
encourage members to greet each other 

as we celebrate the gift of life. 
 

Your name and date may be added or 
corrected by calling the church office. 

Around Holy Communion 

Baby Pantry News  
ñGail MacDonald 

A very big THANK YOU goes out to the Quilting Hearts 
group for their $500.00 donation towards the Baby Pantry. The 
money will be wisely spent throughout the coming months. 
Thank you also goes out to Dottie Schepis for the lotions for 
the moms. They all picked one last month and were happy to 
receive a "goodie" for themselves. And, as always, Mary 
Voegtlin, for getting all the letters mailed promptly. If you have 
a donation you would like to drop off, please mark it Baby 
Pantry and place it in the Sunday School Office/Baby Pantry 
Room. 

 The Spring/Summer ABC Day was held on Saturday, 
April 17. A variety of items were available including shirts, 
shorts, shoes, hats, baby food and formula, kids toys/books, 
bath necessities and more. The day would not have been 
possible without the help of Katie Galezniak, Judy Longo, and 
Ann & George Von Bernewitz. I know each family left with 
clothes they may have not been able to purchase at a store. 
Though these special ABC Days are held twice a year, families 
are encouraged to call me if they need something. If you have 
an idea or question, feel free to contact me at 609-314-2139 or 
babypantry@aol.com. Thank you to all who have made a 
donation recently, and please contact me if you have any 
questions or ideas, babypantry@aol.com or 609-314-2139. As 
always your donations are gladly welcome. 

 

 

This is the second issue of The Chalice that has  
been distributed by email to members and friends 
whose e-mail addresses we know. A printed 
edition will be available, as usual, in the narthex 
for those who donôt have computer access. 
 You will be sent a link to a PDF file. Simply 
click on that link and the newsletter should open. 
 In addition to helping to save our trees and 
saving us the cost of paper and postage each 
month, youôll be able to view all the photos in 
living color!  And what could be better than that? 

NEWS FLASH 
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